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,' Dear Friends,

Recently my sisters were here from New Jersey and Minnesota to
help me sort through my aunt’s possessions. There were moments when we
1| laughed together as a particular object brought back favorite memories of our
.| aunt. But more often we were also overwhelmed by the quantity of the stuff
she had accumulated. Some things ended up going to people who could use
them. But many more were recycled or thrown away.

Looking back, I realize that as my sisters and I sorted, we were

also sifting through my aunt’s legacy. Thinking about my aunt’s legacy brought

I Corinthians 13:13 to mind: “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.” Much of what we cherished about my aunt was a legacy of faith, hope and love.

Many people leave legacies of faith. My aunt’s faith was a bit unusual — she showed it
through a life of service. She lived out James 2:26: “Faith without deeds (or works) is dead.” She
spent 30 years of her life helping people with epilepsy through her work at the Los Angeles County
Epilepsy Society. Epileptics are often shunned and seen as demon possessed because of their sei-
zures. She devoted her life to fighting this stigma and helping epileptics get better treatment — both
medical and social — so they could lead better lives.

My aunt was not alone in the way she left a legacy of faith. People often choose their jobs
because of the opportunities to help and serve others. We clearly see this connection when someone
becomes a pastor or church leader. But I know one person who left a high paying career to become a
nurse because she felt nursing offered a better way to help others. Another retired early to help her
children raise their children. All kinds of people — custodians, secretaries, teachers, nurses, fire fight-
ers, folks in the armed services, . . . — leave legacies of faith either by the particular work they do or
the helpful way in which they do their job.

Other people leave legacies of faith by what they do in the community. Some are active in
their churches as leaders, helpers, Sunday School teachers, cooking in the kitchen, . . .But people
also may leave legacies of faith by coaching basketball in a way that builds character, mentoring
someone at work. Some may volunteer at school or help with a project to improve the community.
There are so many ways that we can help.

Some people leave legacies of hope. How did my aunt continue to find the strength for 30
long years to fight the tremendous, overwhelming social stigma about epilepsy? Hope. When she
found herself caring for her elderly parents and working 50 hours a week, how did she keep going?
Hope. Martin Luther said “All which happens in the whole world happens through hope.” Romans
8:24-25 notes, “Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” It is hope that motivates and sustains us in the
face of difficulties and set backs as we turn our faith into action. Hebrews 11:1 makes this connec-
tion, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” People who
persevere to accomplish a task that everyone else sees as impossible leave legacies of hope, espe-
cially when they help us to remain true in the midst of our own struggles.

But most of all, people leave legacies of love. My sisters and I spent a week sorting through
things because our aunt had loved us and we loved her. As we sorted through letters, we got to know
more about a woman who cared deeply for other people. Often we would stop to read a short pas-
sage from a letter to each other. Or we would tell a family story. As we talked, we discovered how
she is still part of our lives, continuing to touch us and encourage us. Love lasts.

My sisters have gone home. Now I find myself wondering about the legacy I'm leaving.
Am I making wise choices about how to spend my time, my life, my money? I pray, “God help me
to live each day richly and fully knowing that ‘Faith, hope and love abide these three, but the great-
est of these is love.™

Pastor Richard Bentley
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“If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask
whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”—
JOHN xv. 7.

Ere our Lord went to heaven He taught His disciples
two great lessons in regard to their relation to Him in
the great work they had to do.

The one was that in heaven He would have much
more power than He had upon earth, and that He
would use that power for the salvation of men,
solely through them, their word and their work.

The other was that they without Him could do
nothing, but that they could count upon Him to work
in them and through them and so carry out His pur-
pose. Their first and chief work would therefore be
to bring everything they wanted done to Him in
prayer. In the Farewell Discourse He repeats the
promise seven times: “Abide in Me, pray in My
name”; you can count upon it, “you can ask what
you will; it shall be done to you.”

With these two truths written in their heart, He
sent them out into the world. They could confidently
undertake their work. The Almighty, glorified Jesus,
ready to do in and with and through them greater
things than He Himself had ever done upon earth.
The impotent helpless disciples on earth unceasingly
looking up to Him in prayer, with the full confidence
that He would hear that prayer; the first and only
condition, an unflinching confidence in the power of
His promise. The chief thing in all their life and in
the work of their ministry was to be the maintenance
of a spirit of prayer and supplication.

Alas, how little the Church has understood and
believed this! And why ? Simply because believers
live so little in the daily abiding in Christ that they
are powerless in believing His great and precious
promises. Let us learn the lesson, both for our life
and work, that as the members of Christ’s body, the
chief thing every day must be that close abiding fel-
lowship with Christ, which ever first take its place of
deep dependence and unceasing supplication. Only
then can we do our work in the full assurance that
He has heard our prayer and will be faithful in doing
His part, in giving the power from on high, as the
source of strength and abundant blessing. Take time,
oh, take time, ye servants of the Lord, and with your
whole heart believe the word Christ has spoken.
Christ asks: “Believest thou this ?”” Yea, Lord, I be-
lieve. “Abide in Me, Abide in My love.” “If ye
abide in Me, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you.”
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